Romanian Journal of Ecology & Environmental Chemistry, 6(2), 2024
https://doi.org/10.21698/rjeec.2024.206

Mini Review

The interception of organic chemistry and agriculture: a review of new method sustainable
crop production

ANSAR BILYAMINU ADAM!*, DANLADI MUDWA DWANGA'!, EMMANUEL KINGSLEY
CHINEDU?, MUSA YAHAYA ABUBAKAR', ABUBAKAR AMINU?, ABOH MBO JOSEPH!

!Department of Chemical Sciences, Federal University Wukari, Ibi Road, Wukari 670102, Taraba, Nigeria
’Department of Chemistry, Modibbo Adama University Yola, Girei, Adamawa, Nigeria

3Department of Pure and Industrial Chemistry, Nnamdi Azikiwe University, PMB 5025, Awka, Anambra, Nigeria
*Corresponding author: ansarbilyamin@gmail.com

Received: Accepted: Published:
09.09.2024 05.12.2024 23.12.2024

Abstract

The interception between organic chemistry and agriculture has transformed agricultural practices by
producing creative answers for sustainable crop production. This thorough analysis explores the most recent
developments in organic chemistry and their applications to agriculture, emphasizing cutting-edge techniques
for increasing crop yields, strengthening plant disease resistance, and reducing environmental impact. We
investigate the synthesis of organic chemicals to produce bioactive substances, such as biopesticides, bio-
stimulants, and plant growth regulators. These substances have demonstrated significant potential in
enhancing plant development, elevating stress resilience, and diminishing dependence on artificial fertilizers
and insecticides. In addition, we look at how organic chemistry is used to create sustainable agricultural
systems that make use of renewable resources, eco-friendly production techniques, and green chemistry
concepts.
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INTRODUCTION

Organic chemistry has been essential in transforming agricultural methods over time. offering
creative solutions to address the growing demand for food production while minimizing
environmental impact. The intersection of organic chemistry and agriculture has stimulated
revolutionary breakthroughs in sustainable crop production. Furthermore, the development of
sustainable agricultural systems that utilize renewable resources and adopt environmentally benign
production methods has been greatly aided by organic chemistry. Organic chemists have created
techniques that decrease waste, lower energy use, and encourage the effective use of raw materials
by utilizing the concepts of green chemistry. This has created a model for ecologically responsible
agriculture.

Modern agriculture relies heavily on organic chemistry, which is responsible for everything from the
invention of new herbicides and growth regulators to the production of synthetic fertilizers and
pesticides. Sustainability, environmental health, and agricultural production are all strongly impacted
by the junction of these sectors. The basis for comprehending and creating agricultural chemicals is
provided by organic chemistry, the area of science that deals with substances that include carbon.
These substances, which include fungicides, insecticides, herbicides, and fertilizers, are essential for
raising crop yields and shielding plants from disease and pests. Organic chemistry principles serve as
a guide for the synthesis and use of these chemicals, aiding in the creation of molecules with desired
features.

Making bioactive compounds with a variety of uses is one of organic chemistry's most significant
contributions to agriculture. These materials, which include plant growth regulators, biopesticides,
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and biostimulants, have shown to be effective instruments for increasing agricultural productivity,
strengthening plant resilience to disease, and lowering dependency on synthetic fertilizers and
pesticides. The development of these bioactive substances represents a significant milestone in
agricultural science, as they offer a sustainable alternative to conventional chemical inputs, paving
the way for environmentally friendly farming practices.

Developments in organic chemistry have also aided in the creation of sustainable agricultural
practices, with biodegradable fertilizers and pesticides designed to minimize environmental impact
and improve soil health. Products that are less damaging to non-target organisms and the ecosystem
have been made possible by these advancements in organic chemistry [1].

The study of plant biochemistry and physiology is another aspect of integrating organic chemistry
into agricultural practices. By comprehending how plants metabolize and interact with different
chemical compounds, one can optimize the use of agrochemicals and create more effective crop
protection strategies [2]. The advancement of agricultural technologies and practices is contingent
upon the interplay between organic chemistry and agriculture. Utilizing the concepts of organic
chemistry, the farming industry may increase crop yields, control pests, and support environmentally
sustainable practices.

The creation of biopesticides has attracted a lot of attention lately since it may be able to lessen the
negative effects of conventional chemical pesticides. Based on organic molecules, these biopesticides
show specific toxicity to pests and low dangers to the environment and non-target creatures. In
addition, the application of bio-stimulants, which are produced through organic chemistry, has
demonstrated potential for maximizing plant growth, promoting nutrient uptake, and strengthening
crop resilience in general when confronted with environmental stressors.

The world's growing population has made it necessary for agricultural practices to find new ways to
increase crop productivity. These new ways have been achieved through the use of synthetic
fertilizers, which have increased crop yields and food production globally [3] and pesticides, which
have been developed to target specific pests, reducing crop damage and increasing food security [4].
Herbicides that selectively control weeds, reducing competition for water and nutrients [5].

Through the use of organic chemistry, Plant growth regulators have been discovered which served as
growth regulators that enhance crop growth, improve fruit quality, and increase yields [6],
biopesticides which are environmentally friendly and target specific pests [7]. Soil science which
helps in understanding soil composition, fertility, and nutrient cycling, enable better soil management
practices [8], Climate-smart agriculture which contributes to climate-smart agriculture by developing
technologies that enhance carbon sequestration, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and improve water
use efficiency [9].

The field of organic chemistry has facilitated the creation of vaccinations, veterinary medications,
and feed additives that enhance the well-being and efficiency of animals [10], it is essential in food
processing, enabling the creation of safe, nutritious, and appealing food products, organic chemistry
is crucial in agricultural biotechnology, facilitating genetic engineering, gene editing, in bioproduct
development and in soil remediation by developing strategies for soil remediation, restoring
contaminated soils and improving environmental health, it also contributes to water treatment
technologies, ensuring safe and clean water for agricultural use,

Organic chemistry plays a key role in bioenergy production, converting biomass into fuels, chemicals,
and power, it is essential in agricultural nanotechnology, developing nanomaterials for crop
protection, nutrition, and water management and enables precision agriculture by providing tools for
soil analysis, crop monitoring, and targeted fertilization.

With an emphasis on sustainable crop production, this paper examines the function of organic
chemistry in modern agriculture. It draws attention to the historical effects of agrochemicals such
fertilizers and pesticides as well as the negative environmental effects of traditional methods like
deforestation and biodiversity loss.
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Revolutionizing crop protection and yield enhancement

Through the invention of agrochemicals like herbicides and insecticides, farmers can now safeguard
their crops against weed competition, disease, and pests, which boosts yields and lowers the chance
of a crop failure altogether. It is possible to comprehend the importance of organic chemistry in
agriculture by looking at the contributions made by certain chemical substances and synthetic
techniques.

The role of organic chemistry in pest control

One of the most significant contributions of organic chemistry to agriculture is the development of
synthetic pesticides. These compounds, were designed to kill or deter pests, they were synthesized
from a range of organic molecules. Organophosphates which are are insecticides that interfere with
the nervous system of insects, preventing enzyme acetylcholinesterase from functioning correctly,
carbamates that act on acetylcholinesterase but are less persistent in the environment and pyrethroids
which serve as a synthetic analogue of naturally occurring compounds in chrysanthemum flowers.
They disrupt sodium channels in insect nerves, leading to paralysis and death. These chemicals were
among the most widely used pesticide for agricultural uses. Biopesticides, derived from plants,
bacteria, and fungi, are environmentally friendly pest management methods. Common biopesticides
include: neem oil, derived from the neem tree, is a natural insect repellent and anti-fungal agent [11],
Bacillus thuringiensis (Bt) is a bacterium that produces toxins that are harmful to certain insect larvae
but are safe for humans and other animals [12].

Organic compounds and their agricultural applications

Through the invention of agrochemicals like herbicides and insecticides, farmers can now safeguard
their crops against weed competition, disease, and pests, which boosts yields and lowers the chance
of a crop failure altogether. It is possible to comprehend the importance of organic chemistry in
agriculture by looking at the contributions made by certain chemical substances and synthetic
techniques.

Boosting soil fertility through organic fertilizers

Organic fertilizers, derived from natural sources, are carbon-based compounds made from plant and
animal residues, unlike synthetic fertilizers derived from petrochemicals. These include Compost, a
byproduct of decomposed organic matter, enhances soil structure, improves water retention, and
provides crucial plant nutrients [13], manure, derived from animal waste like cow or chicken, is a
valuable source of nutrients that improves soil fertility and microbial activity [14, 15]. Another
important area where organic chemistry has had a significant influence is fertilizers. One of the most
significant chemical discoveries of the 20th century, the Haber-Bosch process, creates ammonia from
hydrogen and nitrogen gas, which may be utilized to make nitrogen fertilizers. The global
productivity of agriculture has increased due to the notable improvement in soil fertility brought about
by these fertilizers.

Compost, manure, and biochar are examples of organic fertilizers that are becoming more and more
popular as synthetic fertilizer substitutes. In addition to offering necessary nutrients, these minerals
enhance soil structure, water retention, and microbial activity—all of which are vital for the
development of crops in a sustainable manner. Additionally, organic fertilizers release nutrients more
slowly, lowering the danger of nutrient leaking into waterways.

Regulators of plant growth

Organic substances known as plant growth regulators (PGRs) have an impact on the growth and
development of plants. Examples includes Auxin which are natural or manufactured chemicals that
affect plant development and are utilized in rooting hormone formulations [6], Cytokinins that
promote cell division and are used to enhance plant growth and yield [16].
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Soil amendments

Soil amendments are materials added to soil to improve its physical properties and nutrient content.
Organic soil amendments include, Biochar A form of charcoal produced from plant materials, biochar
improves soil fertility, increases water retention, and reduces greenhouse gas emissions [17], green
nanures which cover crops such as legumes that are grown and then tilled into the soil to enhance its
nutrient content and organic matter [18].

Organic chemistry techniques in sustainable agriculture

Declining soil fertility, loss of biodiversity, climate change, and food quality are among the growing
environmental issues. Basic viewpoints frequently exacerbate and intensify these issues. In order to
solve these issues, sustainable agriculture concepts aim to integrate social, environmental, and
economic factors. The three pillars of sustainability are discussed, providing choices for factor
selection and combination. The four main agricultural operations cultivation, fertilization, irrigation,
and pest control have their sustainability levels evaluated. It is recommended to use conservation
tillage for cultivation and a combination of organic and mineral fertilizers for fertilizing. It is advised
to employ integrated pest management strategies to control pests, and guidelines for the planning and
operation of irrigation systems are given. Sustainable agriculture must be adopted by farmers [19].
Organic chemistry techniques are crucial in advancing sustainable agriculture by reducing reliance
on synthetic chemicals, enhancing soil health, and promoting environmentally friendly practices these
techniques include.

The emerging role of organocatalysis in future agricultural practices

As the challenges of modern agriculture evolve, from climate change to the growing demand for
sustainable food production, innovative chemical strategies are needed to support environmentally
responsible farming. Organocatalysis, traditionally associated with pharmaceutical and fine chemical
industries, has begun to present new opportunities in agriculture beyond what is currently documented
in academic literature. By harnessing the power of organic catalysts, future agricultural practices may
see transformative benefits in crop management, pest control, and soil health.

Current agricultural practices heavily rely on chemical fertilizers and pesticides that can disrupt soil
ecosystems. Organocatalysis could offer a more sustainable route by enabling the creation of soil-
active biocatalysts—small organic molecules designed to regulate nutrient cycles within the soil.
These molecules may facilitate the conversion of nutrients, like nitrogen or phosphorus, into forms
that are more easily absorbed by plants, improving crop health and growth efficiency.organocatalysis
could pave the way for the development of self-regulating, responsive crop protection molecules.
Rather than relying on traditional pesticides that blanket fields, organic catalysts could be engineered
to activate only when specific pest threats are detected.

Advancement on green chemistry

Green chemistry, also known as sustainable chemistry, is a branch of chemical engineering and
research that focuses on creating products and procedures that use as few hazardous substances as
possible. The goal is to improve efficiency and safety while reducing the environmental impact of
chemical production. The creation of natural rather than synthetic bio-based agrochemical products
has been a major force behind the agricultural sector's push toward sustainability.
Biodegradable polymers, which are made from natural resources like sugarcane or corn starch, have
a lower environmental effect than traditional plastics [20]. Green chemistry techniques are employed
to develop more efficient and less toxic agrochemicals, minimizing their environmental footprint.
Organocatalysis might revolutionize fertilizer use by creating precision fertilizers tailored to specific
crop needs. Enantioselective organocatalysts, which are particularly useful in controlling the spatial
arrangement of molecules, could be used to design fertilizers that release nutrients in a highly
controlled manner. This could allow for the formulation of fertilizers that respond to real-time
changes in soil pH, moisture, or microbial activity, minimizing nutrient loss through runoff and
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leaching. Such fertilizers might also be combined with biodegradable organocatalysts that modify
nutrient availability according to the particular needs of various crop growth stages.

The future of organocatalysis in agriculture lies in its potential to promote sustainability, precision,
and innovation across farming practices. As organocatalytic technology advances, it offers the
promise of more intelligent and eco-friendly approaches to crop management, fertilizer application,
and soil health. By integrating with regenerative practices and smart farming technologies,
organocatalysis may help to solve some of the most pressing challenges facing agriculture today—
from reducing chemical waste to enhancing food production in the face of climate change.

A sustainable alternative with bio based agrochemicals

Traditional agrochemicals, such as synthetic pesticides and fertilizers, have been pivotal in boosting
agricultural productivity. However, they are also associated with environmental pollution, soil
degradation, and health risks due to their persistence and toxicity. To mitigate these issues, the
development of bio-based agrochemicals is gaining momentum. Because these bio-based substitutes
are made from naturally occurring materials like plants, microbes, and agricultural waste, they are
biodegradable and less damaging to ecosystems.

The shift from fossil-based resources to renewable feedstocks is one of the most significant
advancements in green chemistry. Plant based materials such as cellulose, lignin, and starch are now
being utilized as raw materials for producing agrochemicals.

Natural fertilizers

Fish emulsion made from processed fish provides a range of nutrients to plants and enhances soil
microbial activity [21]. Algae-based fertilizers are rich in essential nutrients and growth-promoting
substances [22].

Future perspectives and innovations in organic chemistry for agriculture

Organic chemistry is revolutionizing agriculture by offering innovative solutions to challenges like
resource depletion and environmental degradation. Emerging trends include biopesticides, natural
product synthesis, functionalized polymers, soil health, precision agriculture, and climate change
mitigation. These advancements are driving sustainability and efficiency in agriculture, contributing
to global food security.

Organocatalysis has profoundly impacted the development of new drugs and pharmaceuticals by
providing efficient, selective, and sustainable synthetic methods. The ability to achieve high
enantioselectivity, form complex C—C bonds, conduct cascade reactions, and explore novel chemical
space has made organocatalysis an invaluable tool in drug discovery and development. As the field
continues to evolve, it is expected to play an even greater role in creating innovative therapeutic
agents [23].

CONCLUSION

Organic chemistry and agriculture have revolutionized sustainable farming practices, promoting
innovation and environmental stewardship. The use of organic chemistry in agriculture offers
environmentally sustainable and economically viable solutions for food production. The
collaboration between organic chemists and agricultural experts could unlock further breakthroughs,
optimizing agricultural systems and ensuring food security for future generations. Organic chemistry
has also led to precision agriculture, using advanced technologies to monitor and optimize practices
with unprecedented accuracy. This empowers farmers to make informed decisions that maximize
resource efficiency and minimize ecological footprint. Organic compounds in agriculture offer
benefits such as soil fertility, crop growth, and eco-friendly pest management, contributing to
environmental conservation and ecosystem health. The intersection of organic chemistry and
agriculture has fundamentally transformed crop production, enabling higher yields and improved
food security. However, traditional agrochemical practices have led to significant environmental
challenges. Moving forward, the application of green chemistry principles, biopesticides, organic
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fertilizers, and precision agriculture will be key to achieving more sustainable and environmentally
friendly farming systems. Organic chemistry will continue to play a vital role in advancing these
goals, promoting both productivity and environmental stewardship.

REFERENCES

[1] GOULSON, D., J. Appl. Ecol., 50, no. 4, 2013, p. 977, http://doi.org/10.1111/1365-2664.12111.
[2] TAIZ, L, ZEIGER, E., MOLLER, .M., MURPHY, A., Plant Physiology and Development, 6th
edition, Sinauer Associates, Sunderland, USA, 2015, p. 369—400.

[3] SMIL, V., Enriching the Earth: Fritz Haber, Carl Bosch, and the Transformation of World Food
Production, MIT Press, 2000, p. 1-20, http://doi.org/10.7551/mitpress/2767.001.0009.

[4] JESCHKE, P., NAUEN, R., Pest Manag. Sci, 64, no. 11, 2008, p. 1084,
https://doi.org/10.1002/ps.1631.

[5] OERKE, E.C., J. Agric. Sci., 144, no. 1, 2006, p. 31, http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/S0021859605005708.
[6] DAVIES, P.J., Plant Hormones: Biosynthesis, Signal Transduction, Action!, 3rd edition, Springer,
2010, p. 203-230, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-4020-2686-7.

[71 GUPTA, S., DIKSHIT, A.K., J. Biopesticides, 3, no. 1, 2010, p. 186.

[8] SPARKS, D.L., Environmental Soil Chemistry, 2nd edition, Academic Press, Oxford, UK, 2003,
p. 1-30, http://doi.org/10.1016/B978-012656446-4/50001-3.

[9] FAO, The Future of Food and Agriculture: Trends and Challenges. Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, 2017, http://www.fao.org/3/a-16583e.pdf [04.10.2024].

[10] STEWART, P.A., The chemistry of drugs for veterinary use, CAB International, 2013, p. 89—
102.

[11] ISMAN, M.B., Pest Manag. Sci., 64, no. 1, 2008, p. 8, https://doi.org/10.1002/ps.1470.

[12] BRAVO, A., LIKITVIVATANAVONG, S., GILL, S.S., SOBERON, M., Insect. Biochem. Mol.
Biol., 41, no. 7, 2011, p. 423, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibmb.2011.02.006.

[13] BRADY, N.C., WEIL, R.R., The nature and properties of soils, 15th edition, Pearson Press,
Upper Saddle River NJ, 2016, p. 426-430.

[14] HAO, X., CHANG, C., LI, X, Soil Sci, 169, 2004, p. 715,
http://doi.org/10.1097/01.s5.0000146018.23441.23.

[15] HAO, X.,CHANG, C., TRAVIS, G.J., J. Plant Nutr. Soil Sci.,, 167, 2004, p. 214,
http://doi.org/10.1002/jpIn.200320355.

[16] MOK, D.W.S., MOK, M.C., Cytokinins: Chemistry, Activity and Function, Taylor and Francis
Group, Boca Raton, USA, 2019, p. 155-190, https://doi.org/10.1201/9781351071284.

[17] LEHMANN, J., JOSEPH, S., Biochar for Environmental Management: Science, Technology
and Implementation, Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, New York, USA, 2015, p. 1-25.

[18] GILLER, K.E., WITTER, E., CORBEELS, M., TITTONELL, P., Field Crops Res., 114, 2009,
p- 23, http://doi.org/10.1016/j.fcr.2009.06.017.

[19] WU, J., SARDO, V., Sustainable versus organic agriculture, chapter in Sociology, Organic
Farming, Climate Change and Soil Science. Sustainable Agriculture Reviews, Springer, Dordrecht,
Germany, 2010, vol. 3, p. 41-76, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-90-481-3333-8 3.

[20] KUMAR, R., LALMUNDIKI, V., SHELARE, S.D., ASHISHEK, G.J., SHARMA, S.,
SHARMA, D., KUMAR, A., ABBAS, M.,  Environ. Res., 244, 2024,
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2023.117707.

[21] HARGREAVES, J.C., ADL, M. S., WARMAN, P.R., RUPASINGHE, H.P.V., J. Sci. Food
Agric., 88, no. 15, 2008, https://doi.org/10.1002/jsfa.3388.

[22] MOOIJI, P.R., DE GRAAFF, D.R., VAN LOOSDRECHT, M.C.M., KLEEREBEZEM, R., J.
Appl. Phycolog., 27, no. 3, 2015, p. 1121, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10811-014-0430-3.

[23] AHMAD, K. B., CHINEDU, E. K., PAMBANI, R., ADAM, A. B., ABUBAKAR, M. Y.,
SHAMSUDDEEN, R., Afr. Multidiscip. J. Sci. Artif. Intell., 1, no. 1, 2024, p. 181,
https://doi.org/10.58578/amjsai.v1i1.3518.

73



Citation: Adam, A.B., Dwanga, D.M., Chinedu, E.K., Abubakar, M.Y., Aminu, A, Joseph, A.M., The
interception of organic chemistry and agriculture: a review of new method sustainable crop production, Rom.
J. Ecol. Environ. Chem., 2024, 6, n0.2, pp. 68+74.

conditions of the Creative Commons Attribution (CC BY) license

@ ® © 2024 by the authors. This article is an open access article distributed under the terms and
(http://creativecommons.Org/licenses/by/4.0/).

74



